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Résumé/

Le présent article s'intéresse a quelques aspects du rapport existant entre la terminologie et la linguistique.
Lequel rapport tend a étre d'un caractére pluriel et interdépendant tant qu'il est gouverné par la loi de l'influence
qui regne entre les deux disciplines. On peut |'analyser au moins sous trois angles différents : /e caracrére
linguistique des termes, l'exercice terminologique appliqué a la terminologie linguistigue et enfin /a science de /a
terminologie fondée sur la linguistigue. Or I'essentiel de ce rapport réside dans I'aspect pratique qui résume tout
en termes d'interaction qui ne cesse de se développer entre les deux courants, si bien qu’on focalise sur cet aspect
afin d'analyser les concepts qui s’y rapportent. Tout en attribuant au titre choisi pour cet article le pouvoir de
souligner les portées bénéfiques de ce c6té pratique. Aussi, il est intéressant d’envisager l'intersection des deux
branches de point de vue des commodités qu’offre la terminologie a la linguistique. Et ce, dans la mesure ot elle
se préoccupe aussi bien de I'analyse de ses concepts et ses dénominations que de la critique de ses usages, tout en
centrant ses intéréts sur ses discours qui sont a vocation de résoudre quelques uns de ses problémes
terminologiques. En revanche, et en allant dans le sens opposé, on ne tardra pas a découvrir le réle qu'a la
linguistique dans I'épanouissement de la terminologie, une condition sine qua non autant en matiére de

I'acquisition de son statut scientifique que dans I'enrichissement de ses visées pratiques.
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Mots-clés/

Terminologie — Linguistiue — Termes — Concepts — Ontologie — Dénomination — Désignation — Approche
onomasiologique — Approche sémasiologique —

Abstract/

This paper focuses on some aspects of the relationship between terminology and linguistics. Which
relationship tends to be of a plural and interdependent character as long as it is governed by the law of influence
which prevails between the two disciplines. It can be analyzed at least from three different ways: the linguistic
character of the terms, the terminological practise applied to linguistic terminology, and finally the science of
terminology based on linguistics. The essence of this relationship lies in the practical aspect, which summarizes
everything in terms of the interaction that is constantly developing between the two currents, so that we focus on
this aspect in order to analyze the concepts which are related to. While awarding the title chosen for this article the
power to emphasize the beneficial scope of this practical side. Also, it is interesting to consider the intersection of
the two branches from the point of view of the conveniences offered by terminology to linguistics. So, while it is
concerned as much with the analysis of its concepts and denominations as with the criticism of its uses, while
concentrating its interests on its discourse which are intended to solve some of its terminological problems. On
the other hand, and in the opposite direction, it will soon be discovered the role that linguistics plays in the
development of terminology, a sine qua non as much in the acquisition of its scientific status as in the enrichment
of its practical aims.

Keywords/

Terminology - Linguistics - Terms - Concepts - Ontology - Denomination - Designation - Onomasiological

Approach - Semiosiological Approach
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Le discours du couverture, du seuil textuel au clé interprétative

Approche dans le roman "assadma" de Yasmina
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Le resumeé:

Le discours de la couverture est considéré comme le plus important des éléments para textuels qui aident a
comprendre les genres littéraires en générale, et le roman en particulier au niveau de la signification, la
construction, la forme et l'intention, alors il est considéré comme un seuil indispensable pour entrer au fond du
texte pour, découvrir son contenu et ses dimensions artistiques, idéologiques et esthétiques; car il est le premier
élément qui rencontre le lecteur avant le plaisir de lecture; et car le couverture est celui qui entoure le texte
romancier donc on le considére comme deux parenthése significatives qui protegent le texte, et qui éclairent ses
significations a travers un titre extérieure central, ou a travers des sous- titres qui nous traduisent le thése du roman

, son intention ou sa valeur significative générale.

Mots clés: le couverture, messages iconiques, messages linguistiques, mot d'éditeur, maison d'édition,

interprétation.

Toafl-oles (3 9yddl 5 c(Apaml) supadl) dpad 3 olel,3) A, AV Ml jann e 2002 o (58.
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Abstract:

No one doubts that the Algerian literature which is available in abundance and diversity and that the Narrator
is parallel to the hair in its importance and its spread, and he left us with Algerian Arabic literary heritage
Commissioners task value enriched cultural narrative Arabic, distributed in various fields include stories and
parables and poems and popular biographies Historical novel, | care about the critics address them lesson and
analysis along with the poetic material, monetary studies appeared on aesthetics where novelist likes Gaston
Bachelard, Hassan did, and others contributed to the definition of the space on the one hand and establishing

critical science fiction depends on Literary studies list at that time.

But those studies have stopped developing herself and she took frequent its assertions that turned into a strict
school rules no one exceeded due to non-renewal also known monetary mechanisms sunk in repetition and
instant recovery, and with the advent of modern Arab literature renewal attempts affected by renewal. His
immense literary production was accompanied by modern European Renaissance emerged in the need to use new
monetary theories-that of other humanitarian Sciences-to read the modern novel, and in the same direction
helped these theories also in the study of literature and reading mechanisms revealed by new eye Penetrating
deeper into trying to detect all axes that helped produce it within cultural contexts that existed during a specific
time era, which they are no longer merely examining the place of pure textual terms stemmed to study human and
diverse relations with the cultural contexts in which the prevailing awareness mantle. " That in turn affect literary

production.

It was the burning question is how novelist writing in her Witch herself capable of exercising wander narrative
spaces of various kinds? Was there an effect of cognitive context in turbulent places forms found in this context is
the tendency of the narration to this pattern of spaces who on different bilateral control the establishment of open
and closed spaces, the granting of which the discourses tinge of novel branded alhegnh Geographically, the extent
to which this image control in the process of receiving a letter man, how was this breed malate places and is there

a possibility to offer its characterization?
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1- Vocabulaire des études sémiotiques et sémiologiques, Sous la direction de Driss Ablali et de Dominique Ducard, Ed. Honoré

Champion, Paris, 2009, p.43.

Ogiall cavazza co Ll euall JUall ey (131-130 40 )" @ pud! ittty linyad 1" calady diass SLS (e ALY saall lda § oSy -2
«Narratologie et Sémantique : pour une refondation interprétative» :cs

3 - Rastier Francois. Situation du récit dans une typologie des discours. In: L Homme, 1971, tome 11 n°1. pp. 68-82. P.68.

URL : www.persee fr/doc/hom_0439-4216_1971 num_11_1 367154

4- C.Levis-Strauss, Anthropologie structurale deux, Ed. Plon, 1973, p.159

>- Frangois Rastier, sens et textualité, Ed. Hachette, Paris, 1989, P.198
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1- Groupe d’Entrevernes, Analyse sémiotique des textes, Ed Presses universitaires de Lyon, 1979, p.13.

2 _Rastier (Frangois), Sémantique Inteprétative, Presses Universitaires de France, Paris, 2009,p.219.

3- Greimas (AJ), Courtes (J), Sémiotique dictionnaire raisonné de la théorie du langage, Ed Hachette, Paris, T1 1979, p.157.
4. Frangois Rastier, Sens et textualité, op.cit, p.69.

5 Ibid, p.70.
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2. Francois rastier, Sémantique interpretative, op.cit, p.216-217.

3-1bid, p.219.

4-lbid, p.87.

>- Frangois rastier, Sémantique interpretative, op.cit, p.218.
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1- Greimas (A.J), Sémantique structurale, Ed. Pressses Universitaires de France, Paris, 1986, p.69.
2-Greimas, De la figurativité, Actes sémiotiques,VI 26, pp. 48-52, 1983, p.50.

3. Francois Rastier, Sémantique Inteprétative, op.cit, p.90.

4-1bid, p.90

°-bid, p.218.

8- Francois rastier, Sémantique interpretative, op.cit, p.220.
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> - Frangois Rastier, Sémantique et recherches cognitives, Presses Universitaires de France, 1ED, Paris, 1991, p.248.
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Abstract:

The aim of teaching is no longer merely confined to endeavouring eagerly to achieve the welfare of the learners.
It has rather become one of life's necessities. Teaching has embraced education in its quality as a social system
whose role is to enable individuals to obtain the sense of progressive thought. Hence, the educational system has
become an integral part of society, with its programmes, aims and methods, as well as its specific components,
consisting of a host of methods and styles that lead to fair results capable of promoting teaching and identifying
all major obstacles and shortcomings that need to be bypassed. This can only be achieved through a meticulous
educational assessment that does not content itself with passing judgements, but rather aims at being
characterised with comprehensiveness and firmness by containing all the problematics faced by teaching and
education. The fields of teaching have become wide-ranging and diverse, starting from the teacher and the pupil,

and ending with all that is pertinent to teaching curricula and educational systems.
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Cultures Variation in Degree of Sensitivity to Topics

Dania Idlibi/ Al-Baath University

Abstract:

This research discusses the discrepancies between the Arab and the Western societies concerning their sensitivity
to certain topics; among which religious and social topics are the most prominent. First, Arab and Western societies
have different attitudes towards religion. Criticism of religion and highly-esteemed religious figures is a taboo in
the Arab world. References that give offence to God, messengers, holy figures or a highly-sensitive religious issue
are probably omitted or rendered with some kind of euphemism that takes into consideration the anticipated
reaction of the Arabic reader to such an offence. In addition to religious issues, concepts related to sexual
intercourses, genitals, women's breasts and gay relationships are still a taboo in the Arab world. Also, the impact
of swear words that include sexual references varies among cultures. They are more ataboo in the Arab world than
they are in the Western world. In this research, we shall see through the many given examples how the instances
pertaining to all these cultural taboos—religious and social—are either euphemized or emitted when rendered

into Arabic.
Keywords:

Culture, taboo, Arab world, Western world, translation, religion, sexual references, swear words, cultural

sensitivity.
Cultures variation in degree of sensitivity to topics

Cultures differ in their attitudes and sensitivity to some issues; religious, political and some social issues, for
example. First of all, a great discrepancy exists concerning the degree of sensitivity to religious issues across the
Arab and Western worlds. Britain, as an example of the Western countries, has experienced the decline of religious
conviction; only about 5 percent of the British population attend church on a normal Sunday and the attitude of
the great majority of population in the West is that of indifference (Birch 5). In societies where freedoms of speech
and religion are secured, religion and religious authorities are not taboos. They are open for criticism and
discussion. The Arab world, on the other hand, with its Muslims and Christians, is explicitly conservative in its

attitude to religion. Criticism of religion is a taboo. References that give offence to religion or religious figures are
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negatively perceived in the Arab societies. They are condemned. According to al-Sarrani, Arab writers are not
encouraged to write any literary work that discusses any aspect of religion, and any attempt of literary translation
should follow the same rules. Many Arab writers prefer not to discuss religion in their works because they know
that the publishing houses will refuse to print them, or even if their works are printed, they will not be bought by
the majority of the Muslim readers and the consequences of such a publishing could reach the extent of readers’

refusal to buy any of the writer’s previous and future works (38).

Indeed, this has affected translation in two ways. First, it played a great role in determining which works are
translated and which are not. Al-Sarrani mentions that Arab translators tend not to translate works that advocate
or discuss certain issues that are presented differently in Islam as these works are assumed to be rejected, unless
they are religious books related to other religions. For example, Milton’s Paradise Lost is one of the important
works in English literature that has never been translated into Arabic and which, al-Sarrani assumes, will never be
translated because its presentation of the story of creation of Adam and Eve is different from the one found in the
Islamic religion (ibid.). Indeed, such works may be translated for academic reading—for example, to be read by
those studying world literature—but not for reading by the public as they will not sell. Second, sensitivity to
religious issues affects the way works are translated; more specifically how religious references are rendered. The
word rendered is used here because when it comes to religious references, it becomes an act of rendering—or not

rendering (omitting) maybe—rather than translating.

References that give offence to God, messengers, holy figures or a religiously-sensitive issue are probably omitted
or rendered with some kind of modification that lessens or frees it of what will be regarded by the Arab audience
to be an offense to their religion and consequently to them too. Dante's Divine Comedy is regarded by many as
the greatest work of ltalian literature and as an epic poem of the highest order in world literature (Ergang 103). It
is a 14233-line poem that offers an imaginative vision of the afterlife, describing Dante's travels
through Hell, Purgatory and Paradise or Heaven. However, translating this great epic, translators have gone their
ways in dealing with a canto that gives offence to Muhammad and his cousin Ali Ibn Abi-Talib, an essential,
honored figure in Islam. In Canto VVIII of Divine Comedy— Inferno, Muhammad and Ali are depicted among the
sinners perpetually tormented in the Ninth Pouch of Hell. This pouch of hell is said to be the place for the

disseminators of discord and scandal and the creators of schism within the papacy.

Translating Divine Comedy by two different translators, this canto has been dealt with differently, but yet with
them both considering the sensitivity of transferring this content. The first Arabic translation of this work appeared
in 1955 by Hasan Othman. Othman deletes the whole part of the canto containing the offending content towards
these Islamic figures. However, in the endnotes of this canto, Othman mentions that he deleted lines related to the
messenger of Islam Muhammad which he deemed "unworthy of translating”, stating that Dante made a great

mistake writing them (Dante, trans. Othman 371). The second translation of Divine Comedy was by Kazem Jihad
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in 2002; i.e., 48 years after the first Arabic translation. Jihad translates these lines but without any mentioning of

the names "Muhammad” or "Ali". He replaces the name of "Muhammad" with dots, and replaces "Ali" with

“cousin”. Here is the English text, to clarify the notion of cultural, religious sensitivity, followed by the Arabic

translation Jihad renders of it:
A cask by losing centre-piece or cant

Was never shattered so, as | saw one

Rent from the chin to where one breaketh wind.

Between his legs were hanging down his entrails;

His heart was visible, and the dismal sack
That maketh excrement of what is eaten.
While I was all absorbed in seeing him,

He looked at me, and opened with his hands
His bosom, saying: “See now how | rend me;
How mutilated, see, is Mahomet;

In front of me doth Ali weeping go,

Cleft in the face from forelock unto chin;

And all the others whom thou here beholdest,
Disseminators of scandal and of schism
While living were, and therefore are cleft thus.
A devil is behind here, who doth cleave us
Thus cruelly, unto the falchion’s edge

Putting again each one of all this ream,

When we have gone around the doleful road;
By reason that our wounds are closed again

Ere any one in front of him repass. (Dante 184)
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However, in the first footnote at the beginning of the canto, the translator mentions that through this canto Dante

describes the torment dedicated for the disseminators of scandal and schism and received by an essential Islamic

figure, whose identity was disambiguated rather than deleting the whole lines the way Hasan Othman has done,

though he honestly declares performing this deletion (Jihad 366). Indeed, two points are to be highlighted

concerning Jihad's technique of offence disambiguation. The first point is that Jihad says that he disambiguated

the identity of an essential Islamic figures but he never mentions the name. The second point is that he says this
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through the footnote at the beginning of the canto; two pages before the quoted lines. These two points or

procedures complete each other and make for a successful disambiguation.

On the other hand, two things are to be noted about Othman's deletion of the offending lines and his comment
on this in the endnotes of the canto. First, Othman names the offended Islamic figure whom the deleted lines are
about. Second, saying that he deleted some unworthy of translating lines related to the Messenger of Islam serves
disambiguating the nature of offence, to some extent, but his saying that Dante made a great mistake writing them
and that, writing these lines, Dante was affected by the negative image prevailing at his time about Islam make the
reader have an idea about the seriousness of this offence. So, part of the offence is transmitted here as a result of

the naming act and the comment, in spite of the deletion of the lines.

Considering Othman's act of deletion, Ghalloum says that this deletion may have resulted out of respect for the
feelings of the Muslims, and that even though deletion is a betrayal of the source text, "we cannot but accept this
act of betrayal”. On the other hand, in an article on literary translation and comparative literature, al-Sayyid
believes that a translator is a cultural mediator who should accept the Other as he is and that a translator's deletion
of paragraphs from an ST may cause a deficit in text structure. Al-Sayyid says that Othman has deleted lines of
Divine Comedy related to the Messenger Muhammad and Ali Ibn Abi-Talib for "religious reasons” and has thus
deprived the Arabic reader from the chance of getting to know the cultural and mental environment that was
overwhelming in Europe in the Middle Ages and that paved the way for the Crusades due to the negative image of
Islam and Muslims there. This deletion has also deprived the reader from valuable information concerning the

historical roots of tension in the relationship between the Arab and the Western worlds (67).

While al-Sayyid's point of view seems right in theory, its applicability may be deemed questionable. Al-Sayyid
himself, when defending his point of view, said that Othman deleted these lines "for religious reasons”, without
any specification about the kind and degree of insult contained within. The answer to the question of the
applicability of such a theory of honest translation is to be related to the target reader; whether the Arab reader
will accept such an honest translation with all it entails. It is also related to other considerations, such as what is
more important: honesty or less tension. In case the translator considers honesty and "truth” to be more important,
he/she should also consider the consequences of such an honesty. Yet, before considering less tension to be the
more important, one is to answer another question which is whether it is healthy to build this stability or less
tension on false backgrounds of disambiguating truth or deleting it. Finally, can there be two editions of the book:

one thatis "honest" for academic reading and one that is directed to the public?

The sensitivity to religious issues in the Arab world and the consequences of not paying due attention to it through
the course of translating can be clearly seen through examining the translation of the world-wide known,
American, animated sitcom The Simpsons into Arabic. The Simpsons is a satirical depiction of the working-class

life epitomized by the Simpson family. Parodying the American culture, society, and the human condition, in
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general, with all its aspects, religion has been a main theme in many of its episodes ("The Simpsons"). Here are
some instances from two episodes of The Simpsons where religion is concerned, accompanied by the way they

are rendered:

A) "Homer the Heretic": The Simpsons 4" Season, 3 Episode (Meyer, trans. by Crazy Music Centre): In
this episode, Homer decides to forsake the church. His wife, Marge, gets horrified to hear this and tries to persuade
him otherwise, butitis all in vain. Marge prays for her husband. Then, Homer has a dream in which God personally
appears to him. Homer argues he does not want to spend half his Sunday hearing about how he is going to hell. At
the end of the dream, God agrees to let Homer worship in his own way. So, Homer starts following his own religion.
The attempts of both Homer's neighbor Ned Flanders and Reverend Lovejoy to bring Homer back to religion go
also in vain. One Sunday morning, while skipping church, Homer sleeps while smoking, and the whole house is
set on fire. Firefighters and neighbors, of different cultures and faiths, rush into the house, rescue Homer and set
the fire out. While Homer thinks that God is delivering vengeance, Reverend Lovejoy disagrees saying that God is
working through the hearts of Homer's friends, despite their different faiths. At the end, Homer agrees to give
church another try and is back to the church ("Homer the Heretic"). Here are some examples from this episode:

% (God appearing personally to Homer in a dream):

Homer: God? Syl Ll

God: Thou has forsaken my church. LSl e cualses gl el

Homer, well, Kind of, but... - o83« L Leg3God: But what? o
-S1ake

Homer: | am not a bad guy. | work hard and I love my kids. So, why should I spend half my Sunday hearing about
how I'm going to hell?

S eazeld lad Gl cuail wodl agy Cavai oadl 13U Jlabl Ty gz dasl ¢ s g Jany cund

God: Hmm, you've got a point there. You know, sometimes even I'd rather be watching football. Does St. Louis still

have a team?

§ 32 (Lt ce)d Jile Ja pall 5,8 saaline Juadl Ul g Gl l eladl iy ome

Homer: No, they moved to Phoenix. (Sad) N glawt o Y
God: Oh, yeah. e
Homer: You know what | really hate about church? Those boring sermons. @ u)Si Le J)a_ﬁ

Aol oo el ells S8l
God: Oh, I couldn't agree more. That Reverend Lovejoy really displeases me. I think I'll give him a canker sore.

Bymiel) Ay dusgolis Gl wanel Budy Gayliayg (Gozdsd) (alsdl |y lasll
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Note: Personification of God is itself prohibited in Islam. In addition, the portraying of God this way—God's

asking a mortal about things and His saying that even He 'd rather be watching football—may seem like lack of
due respect to God. The conversation is yet translated without omission or change.
‘0

*

Bart: So, Homer, you saw the big cheese? So what 'd he look like?

§ ol e S Tyl Guald, sega

Homer: perfect teeth, nice smell, a class act all the way.

gl Jlgks Haglad d5ld,pms Ao Al A,y ¢y Liee]

Note: "The big cheese" is a phrase used to refer to an important person in a company or an organization with a
lot of influence, but itis used by Bart here to refer to God. The translator has rendered "the big cheese" as "God"
"J1". In a religiously conservative society, God should only be referred to with due respect and glorification.

7/ ] . 3 Y . [ . . .
%*  (After Homer's house is set on fire and firefighters and Homer's friends rescue him and set the fire out):

Homer: You know, | have a feeling there's a lesson there.

Marge: yes, the lesson is... - 58 oyl ¢ @ad
Homer: No, don't tell me. I'll get it. Oh, I know. The Lord is vengeful.

cwole ll dad,e @)LL.«., .‘é'\m'zSYY

Homer (addressing God): Spiteful One, show me who to smite, and they shall be smoten. Jeuslall gcj
by Joanel (o elel 4o

Note: "Spiteful One" and "vengeful” are both rendered in Arabic as "Angry One" "oslall”.

B) "The Computer Wore Menace Shoes": The Simpsons, 12th Season, 6 Episode (Swartzwelder, trans. by
Nassif Centre):

** Homer (referring to an animation of “Jesus Christ" dancing, appearing on a website he visits) : Ooh, a dancing
Jesus o=8ly ¢4y Though this is considered an offence to Jesus Christ, the English sentence was
rendered without any change.

Indeed when it comes to the Arab world, both Muslims and Christians are conservative in their attitude to religion,
compared to the Western world. Religion and religious holy figures are above criticism and parody. Also, though
these episodes from which these examples are taken deal with Christian themes, the translators have yet, to some
extent, taken into consideration that the great majority of the target audience are Muslims and that, though the
themes here are mainly Christian, they have relations to Islam and Muslims too. Belief in God is related to all
Abrahamic religions. Offence of Jesus Christ or other messengers is prohibited by both Christians and Muslims.
Requests for stopping the broadcasting of The Simpsons were reported due to complaints from audience in Saudi

Arabia and some other Arab countries that the series includes offence towards God, messengers and Islam and
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tries to raise suspicions about them, although a good deal of the audience enjoyed the series and respected the

critical and humorous sense of the series ("Rotana Cuts off Broadcast").

Ahighly-ranked religious leader may also be ataboo in the Arab world. House of Saddam isa BBC and HBO drama
series that tells about the rise and fall of the 1979-2003 Iragi President Saddam Hussein. The first episode starts
with telling about the tense relationship between Iraq and Iran. Saddam Hussein and his comrades see Ayatollah
Ruhollah al-Khomeini as a great threat. After hearing a speech for al-Khomeini that urges people against Saddam,
Saddam and his comrades use offensive words, expressing their hatred for al-Khomeini and great concern about
this leader's increasing influence. In the Arabic translation of this conversation, the offensive words are totally

omitted:

Ali Hassan al-Majeed (talking about Khomeini): He is a thoughtless son of a bitch. Bark, bark, bark, all day long-

every day.
podl S agdl Jlsbs 1l Luall | pall Lagoll o3
Tariq Aziz: He is a dog with teeth, Ali. Jas st o
Saddam: Sharp teeth. We can offer a hand of friendship but he will bite it off. pelatud

Loaaw ST Bluall iy (oye

Back translation of the Arabic translation:

Ali Hassan al-Majeed: It is reserved. Shout, shout, shout, all day long- every day.
Tariq Aziz: Itis reserved.

Saddam: We can offer a hand of friendship but he will bite it off.

(Holmes and Butchard, trans. by GEGE)

The literal translation of the Arabic translation shows how offensive words about al-Khomeini have been held
back. It is even unclear what is being reserved. The "It" in "It is reserved"” is somehow vague. The translator has
omitted offense though itis of significance for showing the escalating tension in the Iragi-Iranian relationship prior
to the initiation of war between the two countries. Respect of a highly-ranked religious figure is deemed a priority

over any other significance in the Arab world.

Religion is absolutely not the only taboo in the Arab world, though it can be seen as the triggering reason behind
many other taboos in the various aspects of life. Just as religion impacts social life and religious concepts make for
so many of the terms used in quotidian social life conversation, similarly, religious taboos show in the taboos seen
in the social life of the conservative Arab world. Concepts related to sexual intercourses or gay relationships are

still a taboo in the Arab world.
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For example, according to Aqgel, when translating movies, translators try to omit, disambiguate or alleviate the

meaning of terms like sex or gay. Most Arabs think of homosexuality, adultery, lesbians and sex out of marriage as
wrong conditions that go against culture and religion (52). In his Constraints on Translating Taboo Language in
English Movies into Arabic, Aqel complains that though "gay" has a formal equivalent in Arabic, it is typically
translated in a misleading, confusing, weird way, if translated at all. For example, in Now | pronounce you Jack and
Henry on the Arabic channel Dubai One, "gays" is translated as " (53 ,laall” ("the confused"), when the whole film
talks about two male friends who pretend to be homosexuals and sign a paper announcing that they are a gay
couple so that they get to benefit from the Gays Rights Union; to get money and find a place of residence since
they are both broke. Translating "gays" as "Q}..,)Ja.;ail" in this film makes no sense and confuses the audience (Aqel
52). On the other hand, in an episode of The Crazy Ones on the same channel, Sydney goes to date Dyln where all
of her friends know that Dyln is gay but none of them tells her that. When one of her friends decides to tell her the
truth, saying "Sydney, | want to tell you that Dyln is gay!", Dubai One allows Sydney's friend to only say ""Sydney,
| want to tell you that Dyln is" and cuts the whole scene out, jumping into another scene where Sydney is crying
and her friend is trying to comfort her. The deletion of the word "gay” and thus of its translation confuses the

audience who are unable to figure out what the problem is (ibid. 57).

Also, in his Euphemism and (Self-) Censorship: Strategies for translating taboos into Arabic, Abbas lists sexual
activity, naming genitals or breasts, alcoholic drinks and swearwords among the cultural taboos within the Arab
culture, stating that passages pertaining to these cultural taboos are either euphemized or censored (29). For
example, in the Arabic translation of Dan Brown’s Inferno, the direct mention of the word “sex” or any related

word, such as “sexual” and “sexuality”, is almost nonexistent.

So. Though sex and sex-related words are mentioned 10 times in the original text, they are mentioned only once

in the Arabic translation to express the Arabic equivalent of sexually-transmitted diseases (35-36).

"That being said, it is important to note that the TT does not completely shield the reader from the sex-related

meanings found in the ST. In most cases, the idea of the ST is conveyed in TT by means of euphemism" (ibid. 36).
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The following is one of the examples Abbas gives of the euphemism of taboo words:

Source text: Inferno p.200

Target text p. 139

Back translation of TT

Bring to more than a dozen the | Jlal! g 9aza z+as | The total number of naked
total number of exposed | Judrud &I dylall Sluaxdd) | statues that greet the palace’s
penises that greet visitors to Bydie o AST sl g3 | visitors is more than ten.
the palazzo.

(34)

Another instance of what could neither be called deletion nor euphemism can be seen in this example from The

Simpsons, the 12 Season, the 19t Episode, where "make out" is translated into Arabic as "kiss":

#* An astronaut woman talking to a man called Jeffrey Albertson: You saved the captain’s life. | want to make
out with you. And so do Catwoman and Agent 99.

(99 cazmyl) 5 (a9 ) Azmumy ULST ()1 391 ¢y Uaal) Bl il
Back translation of the Arabic translation: You saved the captain's life. | want to kiss you with the company of

Catwoman and Agent 99.

(Thacker, trans. by Nassif Centre)

In addition, swear words that are used to manifest fury and anger are generally a taboo in all cultures. However,
their popularity, their impact and the degree of offense they connotate may widely vary among cultures and that
is why they should not be translated literally or replaced with their most natural equivalent in the target culture
(Abbas 50). They had better be replaced with swear words that may have the same impact on the target reader as
the one had by the source word on the source reader. The two scales of equivalence used by the translator here

are the scales of popularity or typicality and the scale of impact.

The two scales are obviously interrelated. Aqel believes that the translators should think of taboo language
according to the standards of a certain culture and its ideology. For example, though the term "mother fucker” is a
taboo in both Arabic and English, its impact is considerably different in these cultures due to ideological reasons.
For example, this taboo term may be used by groups, teens or gangs in some parts of the West as a matter of joke.
For example, some may greet one another saying "Wus up, mother fuckers" or "Hey, mother fuckers”, while in the
east, one would get into a serious physical fight if ever joking or greeting this way. This term has an aggressive

insulting impact on the addressee (ibid. 42).
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Another aspect of cultural sensitivity in translation is the sensitivity to some national issues of the target readers.

For example, in "The Computer Wore Menace Shoes" episode, Mr. Burns sells uranium to terrorists who may be
suspected by the audience to be middle-eastern because of the way they are dressed, though not directly said.
However, since it has been a point of tension and sensitivity to the Arab reader that Arabs and Islam are generally
related to terrorism in the western media, the translator has decided to translate the following short dialogue as

follows:

¢ Mr. Burns: I will supply you terrorists with deadly uranium. .l polsslly @Suelu Liaasl 3]

Terrorists: You are a credit to the great Satan. Olaradl (e Jiadl b cal

Back translation of the Arabic translation: Mr. Burns: So, itis a deal. | will supply you with deadly uranium.
Terrorists: You are evil, better than Satan.

(Swartzwelder, trans. by Nassif Centre)

The translator has deleted the word "terrorists” from the words of Mr. Burns and has even changed the meaning

of the sentence said by the terrorists.

Finally, while in some cases, issues that are not sensitive in the SC are sensitive in the TC, the opposite may be the
case in some other instances. Some issues that are sensitive in the SC may not be so in the TC. Figures who are

honored and issues which are sensitive to the Arab audience may not be so to the Western audience.

For example, the extra-glorification of the names of presidents or holy religious figures may not work in the
Western culture. For instance, the Arabic sentence " ;L) 39zl e sleyg il dlad> cus P ROPITLI (P PPV
8yazll Lye (e ¢ L8N § Lislgal" said by an Iraqi reporter and literally meaning "Today, President Saddam Hussein,
may God protect and preserve him, praised the valiant efforts of our troops to defend the city of Al-
Muhammarah” was indeed translated into English in House of Saddam as "Today, President Saddam Hussein
praised the valiant efforts of our troops to defend the city of Al-Muhammarah" (Holmes and Butchard, trans. by
GEGE). The Western audience are only interested in information here and an extra-honoring of presidents is not

part of their culture.

So, cultural sensitivity to the wide range of topics of the various aspects of life—whether religious, social, political,
national or universal, etc.—may vary considerably among cultures and this results in a considerable impact on
the course of translating and a huge pressure on the translator who may, especially in the case of translation from
English into Arabic, turn to have two functions rather than one; a cultural observers and a linguistic translator; with
the translator being obliged to seek a state of balance between the two functions, if itis possible, or to decide which

one to give priority to, if they cannot be achieved simultaneously.
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